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Dear Director of Forensics,

The Washington Alpha Chapter of Pi Kappa Delta National Forensics Honorary, home of the 2006 National Champions in parliamentary debate, and the Communication Studies Department at the University of Puget Sound invite you and your students to participate in our 76th Annual UPS High School Forensics Tournament.  The tournament is January 9th and 10th, 2009.  

Please Note that this year we will once again be using an on-line entry system.  You must register to use this system at www.forensicstournament.net.  If you have any problems with the site, please let me know at dbuescher@ups.edu. 

We will continue to offer Lincoln Douglas Debate, Policy Debate, Individual Events, and Student Congress. We cannot add additional events because of limited campus space.  We will continue to host the New Judge Workshops.  These sessions are designed as an orientation for new coaches, parents, forensics alumni, and other friends of the activity who would like additional preparation before entering the judging pool.  We invite you to encourage anyone who is interested to participate.

As in years past, Lincoln-Douglas and Policy debate will run concurrently on Friday.  We will continue to offer elimination rounds from quarters on in novice and junior and from octos on in Open of LD. Please note this is based on last year’s numbers and if rooms cannot handle entries we will revert to a schedule that allows us to run the tournament as efficiently as possible.  

As with previous years, we will attempt to minimize impact on Wheelock Student Center (WSC) and keep the tournament on time with: 

· Earlier start times

· Double-flighting of all L-D rounds

· Fee collection separate from registration on Friday and Saturday evenings 

· If you are paying with a purchase order, at fee collection you will be provided with a receipt and appropriate paperwork. Coaches or guardians are responsible for turning that paperwork into accountants for processing of payment.
Enclosed with this letter please find documents on: 

· General Information on the tournament including registration guidelines, information on entry, divisions, patterns, matching, awards, parking, and lodging

· Tournament Speech Statement

· Event rules

· Explanation of Entry Fees 

· Tournament Schedule

· Registration Forms

We hope you will join us in January for a friendly and competitive tournament experience that celebrates the University of Puget Sound's commitment to excellence in forensics education.  

Sincerely,

Derek Buescher



Paul Drutman



Ben Meiches
Director of Forensics 


Parliamentary Debate Coach

Policy Debate Coach
General Information

Please note that coaches and administrators are responsible for knowing the rules of entry for this tournament.

Registration: 

You must register on-line at www.forensicstournament.net.  Only in the most extraordinary of circumstances we will accept other forms of registration. 

· Due Date: You must register your team by 4:00 PM Pacific Time Tuesday January 6th, 2009. 

· If necessary you may email changes to your registration to dbuescher@ups.edu.  This address if for questions and changes only, not for registration purposes.  Please email changes as soon as you know them. 

· Confirmation of registration will be Thursday January 8thth from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. and Friday January 9th from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. at the ballot table outside “Diversions Café” in Wheelock Student Center.  Please try and register on Thursday, as this will minimize delays to start the tournament.  Fees will be paid on Friday January 9th from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Entry Information:

Policy debate will use the 2008-2009 topic and LD will use the January topic. Novice case list applies to policy debate.

· Team Debate: Eight (8) teams maximum per school, distributed with no more than four teams in any one division.  Three or four person teams are permitted if so indicated at registration, but only two people may debate at a time.  No one person, or "maverick" teams.

· Lincoln-Douglas Debate:  Ten (10) entries maximum per school, distributed with no more than four entries in any one division.  An L-D entry is defined as a single individual prepared to debate both sides. We will double-flight all L-D debates.

· Individual Events:  Ten (10) person maximum per event per school.  You may distribute entries between divisions as desired. Open competitors may double enter.

· Student Congress: Nine (9) person maximum per school, with three (3) maximum in each house. The bills will be posted on http://www.wiaa.com/finearts/forensics.  We will be using the bills posted on the WSFA website after December 19th, 2008.  We will NOT photocopy bills for distribution, nor will we print any bills for schools in attendance.  Schools will be responsible for all of their printing and photocopying needs.  The docket may be set by the tournament staff.  Students may enter only one kind of debate or student congress.

Divisions for Team Debate and LD Debate: We are following the WIAA competition guidelines. 

· Novice division is open to 9-11 graders who have no previous experience in debate prior to the current competitive year; or have six or less rounds of debate competition at invitational, league, or district competition prior to the current competitive year; and have not placed first through fourth in novice or above debate competition at two tournaments with 15 or more schools attending.  First time seniors need to be placed in Junior division.

· Junior division is open to those students in their first or second year of competition who have not placed first through fourth in junior or above debate competition at two tournaments with 15 schools or more participating.

· Senior division is open to all students regardless of years of experience or awards won in debate.

· If a debate team is composed of partners of different experience levels, the team must enter the division of the more experienced partner. 

· We reserve the right to collapse a division of congress, policy, or LD if there are fewer than six schools entered.

Divisions for Individual Events: 

· Novice division is for beginners.  These are students who have no more than six rounds of forensics experience in individual events or debate prior to the current school year regardless of class standing.

· Open division is open to any high school student.  Open division is defined as appropriate for those who have had six or more rounds of speaking experience prior to the current school year.  Those not meeting the requirements of novice division must compete in open division.

Patterns

· Pattern A: Expository, Extemporaneous, Dramatic Interpretation, Ed Comm, Duo Interpretation

· Pattern B: Oratory, Impromptu, Humorous Interpretation, Oral Interpretation  

· Pattern C: Team and Lincoln Douglas Debate, and Student Congress

Matching:  

· Individual events will be prematched, with drops processed as we receive them.  Not reporting your drops is not the fault of the tournament directors.

· Team and L-D Debate: Rounds I and II of both debates will be prematched; please report drops promptly.  Rounds III and V will be matched high-high and rounds IV and VI will be matched high-low within brackets, with adjustments necessary to give each team three affirmative and three negative rounds.  

Awards:

· Plaques will be presented to the Superior top 10% contestants in each event, or the top speaker in each House of Congress.  Certificates of Excellence will be awarded to the next 20%, or to the second speaker in each House of Congress.  Notations of Good Performance will be given to the next 20%, with the exception of Congress, which has a Top Presiding Officer award in each house.  In individual events, decisions will be based on cumulative rankings and then cumulative ratings.  In Student Congress, Superior and Excellence awards will be based on cumulative rankings and ratings.

· The Charles T. Battin Award will be presented to the top open division all-around competitor in the tournament.

· School sweepstakes awards will be presented to the top 10% of schools based on the following formula:




Team Debate

L-D Debate 

Congress
IE

Superior* 

10 pts 


8 pts 


6 pts

5 pts

Excellent 

8 pts 


6 pts


5 pts

4 pts

Good 


6 pts 


4 pts 


N/A

3 pts

Participation

3 pts


2 pts


1 pt

1 pt

*Includes Top Presiding Officer Award in Student Congress

This is not an open tab room tournament.

Parking:  

Best parking is in the WSC lot south of the building which has easy access from Alder and 14th. Bus drivers will find it easier to one block further north and use Alder Street to N. 15th to drop passengers at the Student Union Building.  Buses should be parked at the Fieldhouse lot, located on North 11th between Union and Lawrence streets. 

Lodging:

There is no tournament hotel, but the Days Inn at 6802 Tacoma Mall Blvd., 253-475-5900 generally has plenty of rooms available at a reasonable rate. Other motels are:

Other Lodging--all within area code 253

North: 





Central:

Motel 6-Fife

922-1270 

Sheraton 


572-3200

Day's Inn-Fife

922-3500 

Silver Cloud


272-1300

Extended Stay

926-6316 

LaQuinta


383-0146

Comfort Inn

926-2301

South: 

Comfort Inn




538-7998

Holiday Inn Express



539-2020

Days Inn Tacoma



475-5900

Tournament Speech Statement

This tournament affirms the importance of all tournament participants' cooperation in creating an educational and competitive environment that is fair, humane and responsible while, at the same time, encouraging debates that are devoted to full and robust argument about a diverse range of ideas.  Specifically, this tournament affirms that:

· Judges and students are encouraged to talk about the expectations that they have for creating a debate that focuses on ideas instead of personal attacks.

· Debaters are encouraged to communicate with respect and to avoid the perception of attacking each other or the judge.

· Judges are encouraged to communicate with respect and avoid the perception of attacking or devaluing students.

· Debaters and judges are encouraged to reject discourse that devalues other members of our community based on their race, age, gender, gender orientation, class, sexual or religious orientation, or any reason that is not directly related to the arguments that they present.

· Students and judges are encouraged to communicate with each other when they observe instances of verbally aggressive attacks rather than silently watching something occur to which they object.

· Judges are encouraged to reward courteous and respectful behavior toward the judge and other competitors in awarding speaker points.

If serious and/or repeated demeaning speech materially or substantially disrupts the opportunity for debaters to compete fairly or the judge to evaluate fairly, judges are encouraged to dock speaker points.

Student Congress Event Rules:
Schools are limited to three Senators, and three representatives in each House One and House Two, for a total of nine competitors.  Each school may also nominate up to three students (one per house) to serve as presiding officers.  

Student Congress will have three, two-hour sessions.  Each participant is limited to five speeches (unless all other competitors have also made five speeches), which are three minutes in length.  Award nominations will be based on speaker points and rankings awarded in each session by the Official Scorer.  Presiding Officer Awards will be decided by a popular vote in each House of Congress. This tournament will follow the WIAA guidelines regarding the use of Parliamentary Procedure, and will use Robert’s Rules of Order as a secondary source. 

Each school may submit a total of five prioritized bills, not to exceed their total number of Congress entrants.  The deadline for bill submission is Monday, January 5th at 5pm.  Bills will be posted to http://www.wiaa.com/finearts/forensics/.  We will not copy bills for distributions. 

Entry Fees

All fees will be handled at the fee collection times; you do NOT need to send your school fee in advance.  Fees will be assessed as of 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 6th.  Drops after that time do not reduce fees as we hire judges and buy trophies based on your original entry numbers.  Make checks payable to University of Puget Sound.  Fees will be paid on Friday evening after taking account of missed ballots and no show judges.  Adds are not permitted at registration--a name change is considered an add. Please call in drops and changes early; the fewer drops that are reported at registration, the more likely we are to start on time.

Purchase Orders: We ask that you avoid the use of purchase orders. If you select to use a purchase order then the director of your program is responsible for processing the necessary forms from registration with your schools accounting agents.  If UPS does not receive payment from your school by February 14, 2009 you will be charged a processing fee of $25.00.  We will send a second bill to you on February 15t).  If payment is not received by March 14th you will be charged an additional 10% late fee.  Each additional month late will incur an additional 10% late fee.

School fees:



$50.00/school

Team Debate



$30.00/per team

Lincoln Douglas


$20.00/per debater

Student Congress


$18.00/per contestant

Individual Events


$10.00/per entry (not person)

Uncovered Team Debate

$100.00/per team

Uncovered LD Debater


$50.00/per debater

Uncovered Congress Slot

$10.00/per student

Uncovered IE Slot


$10.00/per slot

No Show Judges


$125.00/per no show

Missed Ballot Fee


$15.00/per missed ballot

Judges:  

Because forensics is an educational activity, we believe that a coach-judge who will provide competent critiques for competitors should accompany all entries.  Members of the UPS Forensics Team are not available for hire as they are needed to run the tournament.  Students who have not graduated from high school may NOT judge regardless of division
· Judging Fees:  Please bring judges.  If a judge is available for the entire weekend that judge covers two debate teams and six IE slots; OR four L-D entries and six IE slots; OR six IE slots, and five student congress entries.  Judges cannot cover concurrent events: Team debate, LD, and Congress.

· Judging Penalties:  Each no show judges not reported by 4:00 p.m. Thursday, January 8th will cost you a $100.00 penalty each and the appropriate fees for uncovered entries.  Ballots assigned to judges from your school that are not picked up by ten minutes after a round is scheduled to begin will incur a $15 fee to cover a hired judge payment.  

Tournament Schedule
Please note that the schedule is very tight, particularly on Saturday. We hope to make everything run on time, but forensics tournaments are notorious for not following schedules. We understand that many of you have long drives home Saturday evening, but please realize that the schedule, if on time, still means a late departure.

Pattern A: Expository, Extemporaneous, Dramatic Interpretation, Ed Comm, Duo Interpretation

Pattern B: Oratory, Impromptu, Humorous Interpretation, Oral Interpretation  

Thursday, January 8th
6:00-7:00 p.m.   Confirm registration in Wheelock Student Center & deadline for Student Congress Bills.

Friday, January 9th

7:30 - 8:30 a.m.
Confirm registration in Wheelock Student Center).

8:30 a.m.

Extemporaneous draw I

9:00 a.m.

Pattern A Round I 
New Judge Workshop

10:15 a.m. 

Pattern B Round I

11:15 a.m. 

Extemporaneous draw II

11:30 a.m. 

Pattern A Round II

11:45 a.m. 

Extemporaneous II

12:45 p.m. 

Pattern B Round II

2:00 p.m. 

Team Debate I --Lincoln Douglas Round I

3:30 p.m. 

Extemporaneous draw III

3:45 p.m. 

Pattern A Round III

4:00 p.m. 

Extemporaneous III

5:00 p.m. 

Team Debate II 
Lincoln Douglas Round II

5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Fee Collection

6:45 p.m. 

Pattern B Round III

8:00 p.m. 

Team Debate III 
Lincoln Douglas Round III

9:30 p.m. 

Individual Event Awards, Marshall Hall

Saturday, January 10th

8:00 a.m. 

Lincoln Douglas IV 
Team Debate IV

9:00 a.m. 

New Debate Judge Workshop --Congress Session I

10:00 a.m. 

Lincoln Douglas V

10:30 a.m. 

Team Debate V

11:30 a.m. 

Congress Session II

12:30 p.m. 

Lincoln Douglas VI

1:00 p.m. 

Team Debate VI

3:00 p.m. 

Lincoln-Douglas Octa-finals
Congress Session III

3:30 p.m. 

Team Debate Quarter-Finals

4:30 p.m. 

Lincoln Douglas Quarters

6:00 p.m. 

Team Debate Semi-Finals Lincoln Douglas Semi-Finals

Congress Closing Session if necessary

7:30 p.m.

Lincoln Douglas Finals

8:00 p.m. 

Awards, Marshall Hall

ASAP


Team Debate Finals

RECEIPT: 76th UPS HIGH SCHOOL FORENSIC TOURNAMENT
SCHOOL: __________________________________________________________________

Fees are assessed as of 5:00 on Tuesday, January 6th.  Drops after that time do not reduce fees. Adds are not permitted at registration and name changes are considered adds. 

ENTRY FEES:

School fee @ $50.00






$ 50.00___
Debate teams @ $30.00

________



$ _______

L-D entries @ $20.00

________



$ _______
Congress entries @ $18.00
________



$ _______
I.E. entries @ $10.00

________



$ _______

JUDGING FEES:  One judge covers two debate teams and six individual event slots; or four L-D entries and six IE slots; or one debate team, two L-D entries, and six IE slots; or six IE slots, five student congress slots and one debate entry. 



_____ Uncovered debate teams @ $100 for each

team not covered by a judge               

$_________


_____ Uncovered L-D entry @ $50 for each

entry not covered by a judge              

$_________



_____ Uncovered IE slots @ $10 for each slot

not covered by a judge                    


$_________

_____ Uncovered Student Congress slots @ $10 

for each slot not covered by a judge


$_________

TOTAL ENTRY AND JUDGING FEES DUE             

$_________

Make checks payable to University of Puget Sound.

Do not write below this line--Tournament Accountant Space


 

_____ No Show judges @ $100                   


$_________



_____ Missed Ballot Fee @ $15 each


$_________

New Total







$_________

Amount Paid 







$_________

Amount Due







$_________

Date Paid_______________


Purchase Order # ____________________________

Signature_______________________________

Derek Buescher--Tournament Director
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